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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a}. In no event however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply Is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenn adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-10 and 12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 and 12 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) S The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)K The drawing(s) filed on 28 December 2004 is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomri PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

^2)M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IEl All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.13 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date , 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) CH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election of Species 

This application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic invention. These species 
are deemed to lacl^ unity of Invention because they are not so linked as to fonm a single general inventive concept 
under PCT Rule 13.1. 

The species are as follows: 

1) a main embodiment depicted in Fig. 1, having an elongate rod-shaped carrier 
and perfomiing measurement along a flat track 

2) an alternative embodiment of the carrier unit [first described on page 20, 
110080 and depicted in Fig. 8] 

3) an alternative embodiment for length measurement along a curve [first 

described on page 20, 110078 and depicted in Fig. 9] 

Applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a single species to which the claims shall be restricted if 
no generic claim Is finally held to be allowable. The reply must also identify the claims readable on the elected 
species, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are 
generic is considered non-responsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims to additional 
species which are written in dependent form or othenA/ise include all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon 
the elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

The claims are deemed to correspond to the species listed above in the following 
manner: 

1) 1-9 

2) 10 

3) 12 

The following claims are generic: none 

Claim 10 appears improper, as it does not use the carrier unit recited in claim 1. 

The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT 
Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the species lack the same or corresponding 
special technical features for the following reasons: the first and second species 
describe different carrier unit structures, while the third species describes a 
measurement procedure using a circular shape instead of a fiat track. 
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Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because Figure 7 includes German language 
words, such as "hochauflosende," that have not been translated into English. 

Corrected drawing sheets In compliance witli 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include alt of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the examiner does not accept the changes, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held In abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Page 2, 110006: Change "magnetic quantity" to - magnetic length 
Page 2, 1}0007: Change "unsymmetrical" to - asymmetric 
Page 1 3, 1|0049: Change "EPROM-stored" to - EEPROM-stored 
Page 20. 1j0079: Clarify the phrase "such that 2° is greater." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence of all possible 
minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware In 
the specification. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1, 4, 5. and 10 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1 , line 2: Delete "the object is achieved by providing a device." 
Claim 1 , line 10: Delete "preferably." See MPEP 2173.05(d). 
Claim 1 , line 1 1 : Change "is" to - are 

Lines 16-31 of claim 1 are redundant, repeating limitations found in lines 1-15. 



Claim 4, line 3: Change "plus 1" to - plus one bit 
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Claim 5, line 3: 



Change "is" to - are 



Claim 10: 



The carrier sleeve of claim 10 isn't equal to the claim 1 rod. 



Appropriate correction is required. 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The European Search Report listed GB 2,126,444 to Johnston 
and EP 0,378,351 to Roberts et al as "X" references. The examiner has underlined 
and marked pertinent sections of these documents. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed 
to Patrick G. Wamsley whose telephone number Is (571) 272-1814. The official facsimile number is (571) 273- 
8300. An alternate facsimile number, (571) 273-1814, should only be used for unofficial documents. 



(Patriclig. li^m 




December 2. 2005 



